“In the darkness of that holy place once more before me in

her glory stood the Goddess Isis. In her great eyes
were scorn and anger.
‘O Ayesha’ she cried sternly

‘thou hast broken

thine oath.'”

CHAPTER XIII.

Allan Hears a Strange Tale

ES. there she sat in her white
robes and veil, the point and
centre of a little lake of light,

& wondrous, and., In a sense. a
spiritual yision, for in truth there
was &omeithing about her which
was nol of the world, something
that drew and yet friehiened me.

Still as a =statue she sat, ke one

to whom time is of to account and
wha has grown weary of molion,
and on either side of her vet mnre
siill, ke carvalides supporting o
slirine. stood 1we of the stately
women who were her atiendants

Slhe spoke no word, vel | knéw
she was Invitlng me 10 come nearei
and moved forward (1] reached a
carious  carved chair thi¥
placed just beneath tle dojs,
there halted, not liking 1o o1t
without permission

For a long while she cdntem-
templated me. for ne before 1 could
fes] her eyes searching me froum
head to foet and, as il were. look
ing through me as though she
would discover my very soul Then
al length she moved. waving thase
two Ivory arm= of hers outwards
with a kind of swimming stroke,
whereon the women to right and
left ol her turned and gllded sway,
I know not whither

“Sit, Allan."” she said, “and let us
talk, for 1 think we have much to
say to each other Have vou slept
well? And eaten, though 1 [ear that
the food Is but rough? Also. was
the bath made readv for vou ™'

“Yes, O Ayesha,” 1 answered to
all three questions, adding, for 1
knew not what to say, “il geems to
be a very anclent bath "

“When last [ eaw L, she roplied,
“it was well enough, with statuer
standing round It worked by a
aculptor who had seen beauty in
his dreams. But in two thousand
Years, or Is it more®—the tooth of
titne bltes deep and doubtless |ike
all else In this dead place it ia now
a ruip.”

I coughed to cover up the excla
mation of disbellef that rose to my
lips and remarked blandly that two
thousand years was certainly a long
time

“When you say one thing, Allan
and mean another your Arabic s
even more vile than usual and does
not serve to cloak your thoueht ™

‘It may be g0, O Aveshn, for 1
only know that tongue a= | do many

sther of the dialects of Africa by
learnitig it from common men. My
own speech is English, In whieh, if
vou are acqualnted with It 1 should
prefer 1o walk

'T k& not FEnglish which
doubtie s some fanguage that
has arigen sigees [ left the world

r\'vri..\p by and by you shall teach
it«tn me, but 1 1ell you, you anger
me, whom it Is net well 1o anger,
because yvou bLeijeve vothing that
pa=ses my Hps, and yet do not dare
10 -%ay " .

How can 1 helleve one, O Aye-
sha. who, i | understand aright,
spenrks of IRYINE =ell A Ceriail
bath two thousand vears ago,
wherexs one hundred yeasrs are
man‘s utmost days? Forgive me
therefore il I cannot believas what
1 know to e antroe

Now I'thought that ghe would be
yery angzry and was sorry that /1
had spolen But as it happened
ghe was not

“Yon ‘must have cournge to glve
me the e so boldiy, and T like
conrage,” she said. “wlio bnve heen
cringed to for =0 | Indeed, 1T

kuo that »on ha who have
heard liow you bore your=zelf in the
fight vesterday, and much else
about you, 1 think that we shall
be friends, but—seek no more

"SWhat olee shonld T geelk, O Aye-
sha?" 1 asked, Innocently

"Now you ara lying again." she
sald, “who know weil that no ma:.
“ho |5 a man =ces a woman who I
beautiful and pleases him. withowm
wondering, shonld he desire” It if
she could come to lave him, that
iz, If she be voung."

“Which at lecast Is not poszible
when she has seen, two thousand
years, after which time natiurally
ghe would prefer to wear a vall,” 1
sald, holdly, seeking to avald the
argument into which I saw ghe
wished to drag me

“Ah'" she answered, *the little
yallow man who {2 named LightIn.
Darkness put that thought Into
vour heart, 1 think. ©Oh' da not
trouble s to how | know It who
have many «pies lers, as ha
guessed well epough. So n woman
who has lived two thousand years
muat he hideous and wrinklea,
must she? The stamp of youth and
loveliness must long have fled from
her; of that you, the wise man, are
sure. Very well. Now you tempt
me to do what | had determined 1
would not do, and you =hall pluck
the frull of the tree of curiosity
which grows so fast within you.
Look, O Allan, and say whether 1

th» vell fel]l into 1t

at 1he sieght of 1t the

the eyez, of which 1
had caaght some Lint throngh her
vell on the previons night
ware wondrous, tligss
canunot tell their color
the groundwork of tlicm The moon
Mareover, they seemed vou  should compare me o the
ta be more than pyes as wo ]

infinite wisdom, mixed
sllurements and the mystery that
¥e are Accustomed 1o see or Lo
imagine In woman

for 1t had no such effept. 1t fright
ened and In A sense humbled me. You have wisdom,
for | lelt myself 1o be not without
in the presence of something 1hsat ot
was nol human, something alien to
me as a man, which 1 eould fear
and even adore as humanity would
iIs Divine., but ‘with fivre hurts, Indeed, now
which 1 bad no desire to mix
Moreover, was It divine, or was

not know, | only knew that it wa-
not for me; as soon should | have in your wouth,
thoneght of asking for a star to set dled Lo save
within my lantern that, i= it not o7

1aons, -
nave

upon the earth

ALY

{2llan out of 1 ta 1hie with a Jie=la Jaugh
for what 1 seEw—well, "o you admit now
SECPIUe, ML oan ral AR WwWomen mas
hy me, excepl perbaps as a flush ol malin falr and

“I mdmlr
has dreamed of per
deas of It

sing his B could hardly
perhaps on that of some woman he “that a woman
chanced to take his and lovely beyvond
few accessories from e mind of
splendid pictures of Greek stalues viiatever ner age
plus a garnishment of 1 know nothing
Imagination At any ratea 1 this, O Aveshn,
hers wns thal perfect very much for
mulliplied by ten. s#uch me the glor

your vejl"

distinetness is tho W thare |

th most of us

wos golng 1o make me win the Divine
lo cause me ta fall In

ha are fow
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O Allan, that
and still re- of Africa?
unwrinkled?"’ site know anything about lhep
although Could she have heen pumping

r 1 was trembling much that T Hans or Umslopogaas? No. It was

havinzg revealed to
benentl I ecan.” and sle waved her hand

no fear of my tronh
Iinmg you In such a fashion as you
seemed (o dread a lttle while ag:
A won waonld
court the meon salling in her silvor
lovelinesg thirough heaven ™

dasire in

she replied

now ar burn elsawhare

11tied her hands and T think rhat she felt this, felt a o war o fire indesd. though
romeibing to her vell, so that that her awroke migsed, as the vl V 1 th a copeer hue
only one moment "1 h sAY meant What wa= her name? 1 sannot re-

revealad . after wihiic to =irl ut me moment of membeor, bt I think it had some-
place w il I am noi It was thing to do with the wind, vee,

soacw, aidd 1F that o in 8 changed voice, one with a sus- with the wind when it waila"™

back 1 belleve thnt 1 pleion of chlll In It, that she said I «tared at her Was this Mu-

nieena myth to be dug un aealn
here in a secret place in the heart
Anid how the deuce did

with steadlneas, nit pessible, for she had never
be splendid seen them out of my presence

anyiliing that “Partiaps,” she went on in a

conealve, mocking voloe perhaps Onco

be, of which again your disbelieve. O  Allan,

would add whose cynic mind i= =0 hard to
thank you upen to new truths,  Well, shall 1
haw you the [aces of these threa?

loward some ghlect that stood on

And vet | repest “Why?* she nsked, and 1 thaught 4 tripod to the vight of her in the
t §2 not tp be described. 1 ao that 1 detected in her shadow—Iit looked like n crysial

not know what the nose or the lip# estion basin
in fact, all that | can r I"or this reazon, O Ayesha. That “But what Iz the use when yon

know them =0 well and wonld only
think thet | drew thelr pletures
out of vour own =onl”® Alsiy per-
chance hut ons face wonld appear,
anid that one strange (o vou. Have
von heard, O Allan. theat among

18 etrange that the wise gome hold that not all of

us is visibla here on earth at ones

ot moan,” she sald “Da within the same house of flesh?

They weare Indecd vou know that WaRE & I shook my hagd Llankly, for 1

windows of the soul, out of which prent  goddess Egypt. anl lind never heard anvthing of the
thought and malesty and ihat her name was Isis and—well sort

with all the once I had to do Ials?  Pei- You =till have much to learn,

haps you were there and knew It, ¢, Ayjan althoush there are some
since more lives than one are given think
I must =earch and

vou wlse” she went on in
the =ame mocking voice “Wall, 1

me a4y something at i"'”“l For the rest, all have not ho!d that this doctrine s~ buillt
marvellons Creatura thonght as you Many, upon a rock of teath; also,” s
expacted that the revelailon of he: on the contrary, love and seek to  _jh.a arpef studying me for a mh

tite, “that thesa three women o

"So do | at p distance, O Avesha, not complete the circle 1T think

love with her, as It [s called, well Lut to come tod near ta it 1 do not thera g a fourth who as vet is
have heaen disappointed presume, knowing that I might be strange ta you in this Ife, though
consumed.’” you have known her well enough

in others
“The | groaned, [magining that she

that féar the flame, alluded to herself, which was fool-
but those ara the moths which lve Ish for me, for at once she raad
Alsp 1 think that you have scorched my mind and went on with & rather
vour winzs before and learned that acid 1ittle lnugh

remeanm- “No, no, not the humble =iavs
Ler that | have heard of three such
fires throngh which you have flown,  have (nformed me it would pleaso
it something very different? 1T did ihough all of them are dead aslies yoir to refject as unworthy wera
Twa wars ahe brought to you In offering, ns
and one of them In the old days was done at the
Breat womasi courts of the great kings of the
And the third, East. O fool, fool! who hold your-

who sits helore you, whom von
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gel’ =0 siron= and fAn not know
that £ | ¢hese, before yon shadow
had moved o hendsbreadth. 1 eould
bring you tn my feei, praying that
vou mizhi he suffered to kis=z my
rohi ves, just the border of my
e <
“Then I heg of vou nol tn chaose,

M Avesha, since | think that when
there is work to be done by both
of us wa gsholl find more comfort
gidea by side than 1 | were on the
ground seeking to kiss g robe that
doubtless then it would delight yoy
to snatch awayv™

At these words her whole atil

tude seaméd to change I coulid
sep her lovely shape brace iiself
up, as it were, heneath her robes
and felt in some way that her mind
had also changed, that it had rid
Itsalf of mockery and woman's
piaue. and. ke a shifting ssarch
light. was directed upon some new
nhjective

Waork to be done,” she repeated
After me In a new volce, “Ves, 1
thank you who bring it to my mird
since the hours puss and that work
presnes Also | think there is a
DBATEAIN o be made hetwoen ns
who are both of the hisod tha
keeps bargaine even if they he not
written on a roll and signed anl
sealed. Why do you come te me
nnd what do you seek of me,
Allan, Watchepr-in-the-Night?"

Now I hesitated, as what | had
to tell her seemed sn foolish—in-
deed, so Insane—while she walted
patlently as though toa give mu
time to shape my thoughts. Speak
ing at last because [ must, I =aid

“I come to ask you, O Avesha
to show me Lhe dead, If the dead
still live elsewhere™

"And who told you, O Allan. that
1 could show you the dead. if they
are not truly dead? There s hue
one, | think., and if vou are his
messenger, show me his token, for
without {t wa do not speak to-
Either of this baslnsss ™

‘What token?* [ asked inno-
cently, thougl 1 gurssed her mean.
Ing well enough.

She searched me with her grea:
eves, for 1 felr and, indeeld, aaw
them on me through the veil, then
answarad

"l think—nay. 1ot me he sure”
and. halt rising from the couch,
she hent her head over the trinad
that 1 have deseribed. and stareil
luto what seemed to be a bow! of

erystal. "I I read arieht” she
said, stralglitening hersell present-
Iv, “It Iz a hideous thine enonzh,
the ecarving of an abortion of 8

man sncli az no womapn would cara

to loak on lest her babe shonld
hear s stamp: ascharmed (hing
also that has virlues for lym who
wenrs it espechally for yon,
Allan., = 2 something lalis mo
that it i= dved with the blood of
cne wha laved vou I yon have i,
et It hie revepled, sinee withoul it
I do not tallc with vou of your
dead."”

Now T drew the talisman from
its hiding-place and held o toward
lier

“Give it me" sxhe =aid

1 wae about to obey when some-
thing seemed 1o warn me not 9
a0 &0

"Nayv," T ans
lent me this earving for a while
charged me that except in emers-
ency to save others 1 must waar it
night and day till 1 returned it to
his hand, saying that if 1 parted
from it fortune would desert me.”

versd,  “He whn

“Draw pear,” she said 1t
me look Van, Le not pfra

She took the tuli-mut her
hand and « ned jt el

I have heard of th vhiarm and

it is tJae that the thing has power o
gha sald, “for T can foel 1t TURINS
throungh my veins: also that it Is
a shield of detence to Lim who
weall's JI Yes, and pow I unders
stand what perplexed me some-
what, numely, how It came aboutl
that you vexed me into unveiling—
bhut let that matter he  The wis
dom was not your own, bhut an-
othars, that i= ull Ve, the wiss
dom of one whose vears

borne him bevond the shaft:
fly from woman's eyves, the ruinois
shafts that bring men to doom aml

nothingnes Tell me. Allan, IS
this the likene of himm who gave
it yeu?"

"Ves, O Avesha, the vory ploiur®,
as 1 think, carved by himself,
though he sald that it is anclenl
nand others tell thai it has bech
known In the land for centuries

“So perchance has he she ap
swered drily, “since some of onr
company llye long. Now tell me
this wizard's pame. Nay, wall
awhile, for I wounld prove that in
deed vou are his messenger witd
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